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distinctions of the highest order at many national and
foreign exhibitions. Indeed, it is this sympathy of-artistic
tastes that has contributed in no small measure to the
altogether exceptional position which he enjoys in the favor
and confidence of the widowed empress. He has seen all
her children grow up around her, has been the confidant of
many of her sorrows, and at a moment when both she and
her dying husband were surrounded by chamberlains and
officers who were devoted to the interests of Bismarck, and
virtually traitors in the camp, he alone remained loyal in
evil as well as in happier days. Being a bachelor, he makes
his home with the empress, attends her wherever she goes,
and, after having been the object of much abuse and even
calumny,—the latter originated and circulated by the so-
called <( reptile press,"—that is to say, the newspapers, do-
mestic-'and foreign,, drawing pay and inspiration from Prince
Bismarck,—he now enjoys the regard 'and the good-will of
everyone at the Courts of Berlin and Windsor, particularly
at the latter, where his lifelong devotion to the widowed
empress is keenly appreciated by her mother, Queen Vic-
toria.
No greater 'contrast 'can be 'conceived than that which
exists between Empress Frederick and her daughter-in-law,
the empress-regnant. Far less brilliant than either her
husband's mother or grandmother, she has nevertheless
managed to achieve, 'as I have remarked before, not only an
infinitely greater 'degree of popularity, but likewise a more
extensive influence upon the German people. Experience
and history show that -ordinary 'sense on the throne is far
more beneficial to the population than a lofty order of
Intellect, and Empress Augusta-Victoria merely offers an-
other illustration of the truth of this assertion. None of the
queens of Prussia, nor either of the first German empresses,

